
 

Vaccinating the Dairy Herd 

By Clare M. Staveley, DVM - Curbstone Valley Farm 

When vaccinating dairy goats it is important to understand the risks that are relevant to your 

herd. Many of the available livestock vaccines are not labelled for use in goats. There may be little 

data available regarding efficacy, or the incidence of adverse reactions in goats. Work with your 
veterinarian, and/or agricultural extension agent, to discuss potential disease risks, and 

determine which vaccines are most appropriate for your herd.  

 

CD&T (Clostridium perfringens types C & D + Clostridium tetani) 

CD&T, or 3-way,  is the core vaccine that all goat producers should use, and is administered 

subcutaneously. There are several brands available. Choose one labeled for goats, and follow 

label directions closely for administration and storage. Some multi-valent (7 and 8-way) vaccines 

may cover additional types of Clostridium, beyond types C&D, but are usually unnecessary in 
goats, and they carry a higher risk of adverse reactions. Regardless, the Clostridium vaccine you 

choose should include coverage for tetanus.  

Bred does should be vaccinated for CD&T approximately 30 days prior to kidding. Kids from a 

properly vaccinated doe can be vaccinated at 5 to 6 weeks of age, and then given a booster within 

three to four weeks. Vaccination of kids from fully vaccinated does prior to 5 weeks of age can 
result in kids that are not protected, due to maternal antibody interference. If in doubt about the 

vaccination status of an animal, over the age of 6 weeks, revaccinate as if the animal has never 

been vaccinated. Two initial doses, three to four weeks apart, and then booster as needed. 

Kids born to does with no vaccination history should be vaccinated at 7 to 21 days of age and 

then given a booster in three to four weeks. Tetanus antitoxin (150 – 250 units) can be given at 

birth, disbudding, or castration, but must be followed up with full vaccination using the toxoid.  

Frequency of vaccination varies by herd. Most herds booster CD&T every 6

-12 months. Recent studies have suggested that the duration of immunity 

post vaccination for Clostridium perfringens C&D may be less than four 

months. If your herd is challenged with Clostridium outbreaks, it may be 

necessary to booster three times per year.  

Note that CD ANTITOXIN, and Tetanus ANTITOXIN are not the same as the 
CD&T TOXOID (vaccine). Antitoxins only provide short duration of immunity 
during active disease or injury. For vaccination, and long term immunity, use 

the TOXOID.  

Optional Vaccines 

Depending on herd location, and management, additional vaccines may be 

recommended. Ask your veterinarian which vaccines may be most 
beneficial for your herd.  
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    Every livestock owner should be familiar with basic 

injections, where to give a vaccination or treat an 

infection with advice from a veterinarian. 

   An easy way to teach subcutaneous (SQ) and 

intramuscular (IM) shots is with an orange and 

colored water. 

   Materials needed are several oranges, green or blue 

colored water, syringes with needles, and a knife. For 

older youth, the use of different gauge needles could 

also be taught. 

   The leader should talk 

about the two different 

kinds of injections most 

breeders should be familiar 

with, and where they 

should be given prior to the 

hands-on part of the meeting. 

   Demonstrate how to properly attach a needle to a 

syringe, the importance of covering the needle when 

transporting, releasing trapped air bubbles in a syringe, 

slightly pulling back on the syringe to ensure the medicine 

does not go into a vein, and properly disposing of the 

needle after use. 

   Have each youth draw up a specified amount of “medicine” in their syringe. For 

older youth, give them dosage amounts based on weight and ask them to calculate 

how much medicine is needed.  

   Next have the youth inject the orange either directly into the “muscle” (IM) or along 

the skin (SQ). After giving the shot, cut open 

the orange to see if it was injected correctly. 

    Using an orange and colored water is an 

excellent hands-on activity to let youth 

experience piercing “skin” and using the 

correct angle in giving different types of 

shots. 

A video of different shots on different 4-H 

livestock projects can be seen here:  

 

https://https://www.slideserve.com/hogan/

injections-101-the-basics-on-injection-types-

sites-and-procedures 

4-H Meeting Topic 

Photo courtesy of Happy Bleats 
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Evaluate the following 4 animals based on the ADGA and AGS scorecard and put in placement order 

from 1st to 4th. Answers based on Tim Flickinger evaluation can be found on the last page. 

SCORECARD BREAKDOWN 

It has come to the attention of the Board of Directors that Section V through IX were not 

included in the published Bylaws when the new website was launched. This omission was an 

oversight and this REFERENDUM is to amend the Bylaws for clarification and ease for the 
operations of the organization. This Referendum will allow us to move forward with the 

election schedule. Specifically, reference Article V, Section 11 concerning this year’s vote 

and how we propose to stagger elections going forward.  

 

Please review the bylaws as amended February, 2020 on the website here:                             

http://www.andda.org/referendum.html    

 

Privately post your approval or decline of the amended Bylaws by February 29, 2020. Only 

one vote per member and email that is over the age of 18 and been a member for 90 days 

(Nov 27, 2019). 

If approved by our membership, these will be adopted as our Operating Agreement and 

Governing Document. 

A 

C 

B 

D 

REFERENDUM TO APPROVE AMENDED BYLAWS DATED 2/2020 
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Can you tell us a little bit about how and why you chose 
to not use traditional medicines in your herd? 
 
I call modern meditations “conventional”. I choose to 
avoid the use of conventional medications for several 
reasons: 

• I wanted to avoid the withdrawal times of 
chemical dewormers and antibiotics. Herbs allow 
me to address a problem and get on top of it 
quickly, which means that I won’t be losing the 
opportunity to use their milk and I know that the 
milk is safe for my family even while I’m 
addressing the problem (assuming that the milk 
itself is of good quality). 

• These days, there is a lot of concern about the 
overuse of antibiotics. Herbs allow me to address 
a wide range of issues without having to reach for 
a conventional med. By using alternative options, 
we are also helping to ensure a conventional med 
would be more likely to work as expected if you 
do need to reach for it in a situation.   

• Herbs are food, they are full of nutrients and 
active constituents that the body can use to heal 
itself.  

 
This month is over Kidding and Vaccines. What advice 
would you give to breeders wanting to transition their 
herd to more holistic practices? 
 
Start with Baby Steps. Don’t feel like you have to make a 
huge change all at once. Most of the time people make the 
change in the way that they address parasites, so they start 
with an herbal dewormer and move on from there.  
Watch your animals. Get to know what is normal for them 
and what is not. The faster you identify a problem, the 
sooner you can address it to get on top of things quickly 
without having to go to heroic means.  

I use three herb mixes at my farm on a regular basis, 
this trio helps me to avoid other issues: 

• Parasite Formula. This addresses many different 
types of parasites. My clients have made great 
progress during acute situations using this mix for 
these types that immediately come to mind: 
Strongyles (including barber pole), coccidia, 
giardia, tapeworm, liver fluke, and lungworm. It is 
effective for others as well. 

• GI Back on Tract. This mix heals and soothes the 
digestive tract, along with safely removing toxins 
and heavy metals from the body. It is a great help 
in kids recovering from coccidiosis. I mix it into 
kelp and put it out free choice so that they can self 
medicate as needed. 

• Herbamins powder. This is a herbal vitamin/
mineral supplement. I use it for my herd by 
mixing it in kelp and offering it free choice 
instead of a commercial mineral mix. This covers 
their nutritional needs, even though I’m in a 
copper and selenium deficient area. 

 
What herbs or tinctures do you have on hand 

heading into kidding season? 
 
There are several that I use beginning 2 weeks before 

the due date: 

• EZ Birth Extract. This extract is for birth 
preparation AND a labor/delivery support. It also 
helps to clear the afterbirth. I created this as an 
extract so that it is ready for use at a moments 
notice – no additional preparation is required. I 
keep it in the pocket of my chore coat and give it 
once a day beginning 14 days before their due 
date.  

• Herbamins Extract. This is a vitamin/mineral 
supplement. I use it in conjunction with EZ Birth 
Extract to support the body nutritionally during 
the last 2 weeks of pregnancy. 

• Herbal Calcium Extract. This helps the body to 
access calcium. I use it in conjunction with 
Herbamins Extract to support the body 
nutritionally during the last 2 weeks of pregnancy. 

• Wheat germ oil. This is a very important part of 
my protocol. It helps to keep the placenta firmly 
attached until after the birth. It is a food source of 
Vitamin E, so it also helps the body to use 
selenium. I buy a 16 ounce bottle and put part of it 
in an empty 2 ounce dropper bottle that I keep in 
the pocket of my chore coat so that I can give it at 
the same time as the other items that I mentioned 
previously. 

 
Some people say herbal remedies don’t work for long-
term worm management. What is the correct way to stay 
ahead of worm issues using herbal methods? 
 
Herbs are very effective if you use the appropriate herbs in 
the correct way. We use them differently, according to the 
need of the animal. If we are looking to use them for 
maintenance, first perform a fecal test to see what their 
current parasite load is. 
If the load is low, you would begin by using the Parasite 
Formula in this way: 

• Beginning an herbal protocol: AM and PM for three 
days in a row, then go to the Maintenance protocol. 

• Maintenance: Once or twice a week, depending on 
your area of the country.  

If the load is high, you will need to increase the dose AND 
the frequency that it is given. I teach you how to do that in 
the free online class that is included with the purchase of 
the Parasite Formula.  

 
How do you manage coccidia prevention with herbs? 
 
I use the Parasite Formula to avoid coccidia issues in our 
goat kids. We use it three times a WEEK, plus any days 
that the ground conditions are wet. This protocol also helps 
to avoid barber pole infestations. 

Alternative Medicines by Kristie Miller at Land of Havilah 
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What is your recommendation on eliminating tapeworms 
or lice? 
 
Tapeworm. Our Parasite Formula is very effective against 
tapeworms. We would also use garlic or onion in 
conjunction with the Parasite Formula to further weaken 
the tapeworm. You can put fresh garlic or onion through 
your blender with some olive oil to create a paste, then use 
that as a drench. I teach you how to do that in the free 
online class that is included with the purchase of the 
Parasite Formula. 
Lice. I would make a tea out of the Parasite Formula, then 
I strain it through a cloth and put it in a spray bottle. You 
can add essential oils to it to increase the potency. Spray it 
on the most common areas that lice like to stay:  Behind 
the elbows, around the inside of their back legs (udder 
area),  
 
 
How safe are herbal 
dewormers for pregnant 
goats? 
Not all are, but I created 
our Parasite Formula to be 
safe for use during any 
time of life.  
 

How safe are herbal 
dewormers to people in 
milking goats? 
Generally, yes, but it will depend on what herbs are in it, 
the amount of each, and the knowledge/training of the 
person that created the mix. I’m a Certified Master 
Herbalist and I created our Parasite Formula to be safe, but 
effective to use, and it has no milk withdrawal. All the 
herbs in it can be used for humans. If the mix is given 
right before milking the animal it will have cleared their 
system before the next milking, I’ve never noticed a flavor 
to the milk at the next milking.  
 
If you have a doe with edema after kidding, what is your 
protocol? 
I would use the same protocol that I use for mastitis. A 
Mullein and Lobelia soak, followed by a cayenne & 
peppermint oil rub are powerful allies in this situation. 
We’d make a tea of Mullein and Lobelia, cool it to a safe 
temperature, and use that as a soak for her udder. We use 
this hydrotherapy in a very specific way that is beyond the 
scope of this article. I have an online class called Udder 
Health & Support where I teach you how to use this 
method along with others to help you address both udder 
edema and mastitis.  
 
Have you effectively treated mastitis using herbal 
medicine? 
Yes, I have. There are different forms of mastitis, it may 
be caused by an injury, or it may be caused by a pathogen. 
We can address both forms with herbs, essential oils, and 
homeopathic remedies. The herbs that I’ve used are  
Mullen, Lobelia, Echinacea, Goldenseal, Thyme, along 
with some others. They are used both internally and  
 

 
 
externally in this situation. I discuss this in the Udder 
Health & Support online class at 
www.LOHLearning.com. 
 
 
Our vet advises that CDT titers last about 3 or 4 months, 
and recommend 4 times a year vaccines. There are a 
number of breeders who do not vaccinate with CDT at 
all. What do you do for your kids instead of CDT?  
After much research and consideration, we decided to 
avoid using vaccines for our herd. I’ve found they have 
increased in both health and hardiness the more 
generations we get away from vaccinated animals. The 
main key is to use preventative measures when performing 
herd maintenance like disbudding and castration. I apply a 
powdered herbal mix onto the disbudded area after using 
the iron on each side. I also give them a few drops of 

tincture in their mouth to boost 
their immune system and to help 
them recover. We also mix our GI 
Back on Tract into kelp and keep 
it out free choice. This allows 
them to self medicate to avoid 
acute issues that would be seen if 
an animals gets into trouble by 
eating more of something than it is 
used to (like if they broke into the 
feed room) or if they ate 
something that they shouldn’t (like 
wilting cherry leaves or another 
toxin).  

 
 
Are there certain seasons or times of the month that are 
better for holistic medicine? 
You can use herbs to address issues at any time. Some 
people like to use the Parasite Formula (our herbal 
dewormer) with the lunar cycle, as it is said that parasites 
are more susceptible during the full moon phase. I use the 
mix once a week for my adult herd, which breaks the 
parasite’s lifecycle and keeps them in check. 
 
If someone wanted to learn more about using herbal and 
natural medicines, what do you suggest they read or go 
to find more information? 
All our Land of Havilah Herbals brand products include a 
free online class with purchase, so you will use how to use 
your purchase effectively. 
www.LandOfHavilahHerbals.com 
 
I also created the Land of Havilah Learning Center 
website to help people learn more about using natural 

methods for their family and animals. It is set up in levels, 
so you can start out at the beginning in our free level to 

see how our classes are structured and see a small amount 
of the information that we offer in the paid levels of the 

site. Our Platinum level teaches you some recipes and how 
to identify and harvest plants in the wild (called 
Wildcrafting) and how to preserve them for later use. 
www.LOHLearning.com. All products mentioned in this 

interview are available through the Land of Havilah Herbals 
online store. www.LandOfHavilahFarm.com 

 



Note that all goats, regardless of purpose, are legally considered to be food-producing animals. The 
use of off-label products in food producing animals, BY LAW, requires administration by a 

licensed veterinarian. 

Rabies - This vaccine is labeled for use in SHEEP only. There has been one long-term study using 

Imrab® (Merial) in goats, but this vaccine is NOT labeled for use in goats in the United States. It is 

important to work with your veterinarian to know the regulations that apply in your State regarding 
administration of rabies vaccines in livestock. 

Contagious Lymphadenitis (Corynebacterium pseudotuberculosis). The CL vaccine is only 

recommended in herds where CL is already present to aid in the control of an outbreak. There is a 

vaccine labeled for sheep, and goats 3 months of age or older.  The vaccine is regulated by each 

state's veterinary agency, and may only be available to veterinarians. Note that the sheep vaccine 
should NOT be used in goats.   If a herd or flock is vaccinated, serologic testing for CL will no longer 

be useful to prove absence of natural infection within a herd, as vaccinated animals may test 

positive via blood testing. 

Sore Mouth - (Orf/Contagious Echthyma)- The Sore Mouth vaccine should not be used on farms 
where sore mouth has never been known to occur. Recently-vaccinated animals should not be co-

mingled with other sheep and goats, as this will spread the virus. 

The vaccine is ideally made from live virus isolated from ground-up scabs of infected animals in the 

herd, and although a commercial vaccine is available, an autogenous (farm-specific) vaccine is 

usually recommended. The virus is treated in a way so that it will not cause serious disease, but will 
produce a mild form of sore mouth in those that are vaccinated. Unfortunately, the vaccine does not 

produce a strong or long-lasting immunity. Vaccination may not always prevent animals from 

becoming infected, but may reduce the severity or duration of the disease. 

Protective gloves must be worn when handling the vaccine or recently-vaccinated animals, as this 

virus is infectious to humans.  

 Mastitis - Several mastitis vaccines labeled for dairy cows are currently on the market to aid in 

preventing new mastitis infections. However, no vaccines are currently approved for use in dairy 

goats in the United States, and all use is off-label. Work with your veterinarian to culture, and 

identify the cause of mastitis in the herd, and make any necessary management changes, before 

resortng to using a vaccine.  

Pneumonia - Show herds may encounter environmental stressors, or exposure to respiratory 

viruses, that can predispose animals to secondary bacterial respiratory infections. Mannheimia 
haemolytica and Pasteurella multocida are most frequently encountered, and vaccines are available 
and labeled for goats. No vaccine has proven to be completely effective against pasteurellosis in 

goats. Follow label directions. Vaccinate goats after 3 months of age. If vaccinated younger than 3 

months, animals should be re-vaccinated between 4-6 months of age. 

Infectious Abortion - Several causes of infectious abortion in small ruminants pose significant 

human health risks. Consult with your veterinarian for accurate diagnosis of any causes of 

infectious abortion in your herd before developing a vaccination protocol for your herd. While 

vaccines are available for some causes of infectious abortion, including Leptospirosis, and 

Campylobacter, there are no vaccines available for Listeria, Toxoplamosis, or Q fever. 

 

 

(Continued from page 1)  DAIRY HERD VACCINES 
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This article is going to focus on the steps to 

perform a milk test.  Because there is some 

confusion about milk test, I'd like to first 
emphasize, you are not required to weigh or 

sample milk daily.  Weighing the milk is only 

required on test days, about once a month, 

though that schedule can vary slightly.  To 

get the most accurate data a monthly test is 

ideal.  It is also possible to dam raise and 
milk test, and there will be more on that 

below. 

 The first 

step is to 
schedule a test 

with your tester, 

or decide on a 

day to test if you 

are doing the 

owner-sampler 
plan.  On test 

day, try to stick 

to your normal 

routine as much 

as possible: 
same milking 

times, same feed, etc.  Before your tester 

arrives, make sure your animals are wearing 

their visible ID's and have the registration 

papers available for tattoo checks. 

 If you are dam-raising, it is important 

to have a very kid-proof area to put the kids 

in, as they will definitely escape or nurse 

through fencing if they can!  It is also helpful 

if you get the kids accustomed to taking 
bottles for test day, as well as get them used 

to going into the separation pen, if possible.  

They must be separated for the full 24 hour 

test, so if they are able to take a bottle, 

everyone will be much happier on test day. 

 Separate any nursing kids and milk or 

strip out does one milking interval before the 

first test (12 hours before for twice a day 

milking).  This will set the clock for your milk 

test. A milk test is 24 hours of milk, 
regardless of if you milked that out in one, 

two, or three milkings, so be sure to do the 

pre-milking at an appropriate time based on 

your milking schedule.  (Yes, you can do milk 

test on once a day milking!)  Pre-milking 

weights should not be recorded unless you 

are having a verification test. 

 Gather your supplies, including the 

barn sheet where you will record the milk 

weights and testing times.  Be sure to get the 

sample vials from the specific lab you are 

using.  Unless you are on one of the 

Innovative Test Plans (ITP), you will be 
weighing and sampling each milking.  

 The first thing to 

do on test day is to 

record the start time.  
Make sure to tare the 

scale with the bucket 

you plan to weigh in 

before adding any milk.  

If you are machine 

milking, you will milk 
one goat at a time, 

dumping between each.  

Record the weight, then 

take the sample.  If you 

are milking twice a day, 
fill the sample vial 

halfway on first milking 

(there is an etched line halfway up the bottle 

for reference), and up to the second line near 

the top on the second milking-do not fill to 

the top, as fat can stick to the lid, decreasing 
your components.  Label the sample vials in 

whatever way the lab requires.  Be sure to 

dump the milk before the next goat!  Record 

the stop time once all goats are milked. 

 Mail or drive your samples to the lab.  

The sample vials contain a preservative 

(orange pill) and once mixed do not need to be 

refrigerated, but if it's very hot it's still a good 

idea to include an ice pack when mailing.  Do 

not leave the samples out in freezing weather 
or in a hot car, in the sun, etc.  It is also 

important to note that the preservative is 

toxic and should not be fed to any animals!  

Depending on your DRCP, you may also need 

to record the milk weights on computer or 
send them in.  You will receive reports in the 

mail or on the computer, depending on your 

lab and DRCP with the daily testing 

information as well as the overall lactation 

totals. 

DHI Milk Testing: Part 2—Test Day 

By Nancy Boling, Springwater Dairy Goats 
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Administration of injectable medications is sometimes necessary in the routine 

management of goat herds. The following recommendations are guidelines for proper 

administration technique for each type of injection. Following these guidelines and 

using proper equipment and animal-handling methods will reduce stress on animals 

during treatment. Practicing proper sanitation will minimize introduction of bacteria 

into medication vials and/or the patient, thereby reducing injection reactions and 

abscesses. Dirty needles and syringes spread disease if used on multiple animals, so 

the use of dirty equipment should be avoided. Disposable needles are intended for one 

use only; more uses can contribute to abscesses at the injection site and can cause 

animal discomfort. Reusable stainless steel needles can be cleaned and disinfected 

between animals and used for multiple animals within a healthy herd. When sick 

animals exist within a herd, producers should not reuse needles. Reusable needles 

will become dull after six to 10 injections and need to be disposed of properly in a 

sharps container. 

 

Selection of Needles 

The proper technique of giving an injection starts with selecting the correct needle 

size to accommodate the type of injection. 

Needle size (gauge) selected should be 

proportional to the viscosity (thickness) of the 

medication to be given. The needle bore 

diameter increases as the needle gauge size 

decreases (e.g., 18G is larger than 20G). Most 

goat medications or vaccines can be given 

with 20 or 22G needles for thin, watery 

solutions or 18 to 20G needles for thicker 

medications. 

The length of the needle is also relevant to the 

type of injection and route of administration. 

For injections under the skin (subcutaneous, 

Sub Q, or SQ), a ¾-inch needle is appropriate, 

especially for thin animals. For intramuscular 

(IM) injections or heavier animals, 1-inch or 

1½-inch needles work well. Intravenous (in 

the vein, IV) is the most difficult injection 

technique and is usually administered by or 

under the direction of a veterinarian. 

GOAT INJECTIONS 
Reprint in part by Langston University, Meat Goat Production Handbook 
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Subcutaneous Injections 

Subcutaneous injections are normally administered by pulling up a pinch of skin to a 

“tent,” inserting the needle into the base of the tent and parallel to the long axis of 

the animal’s body. Be careful not to penetrate through to the other side and discharge 

the medication on the skin. 

To give a SQ injection: 

• Select or prepare a clean area of the 

skin. Common sites for subcutaneous 

injections are the extra skin under 

the foreleg area or behind the elbow, 

over the shoulder blade, in the flank 

area, and on the side of the neck. 

• Insert the needle with the bevel 

facing downward toward the ground; 

this will lessen the incidence of the 

drug leaking out of the injection site 

after the needle is withdrawn. 

• Pull back on the syringe plunger and check the syringe hub to see if the needle 

has been inserted into a blood vessel. If blood is observed, remove or re-direct the 

needle and try again. If blood is not observed, slowly depress the syringe plunger 

until the contents of the syringe have been dispensed. 

• Massage the site after withdrawing the needle. 

Do not give more than 5 cc (ml) of any medication at one site; divide the amount to be 

given into multiple injections of 5 cc or less. 

IM Medications 

IM medications should never be given in muscles that correspond to valuable cuts of 

meat such as the leg or loin. Any problems with an 

injection in these areas may necessitate that significant portions of valuable meat be 

trimmed out and discarded from the carcass at processing. Instead, give IM injections 

in lower-quality meat cut areas such as the neck. 

Injection sites are very important if you market your animals. Quality assurance 

programs are developed to educate youth (4-H and FFA) and producers on proper 

injection techniques. Legally, all goats are considered food animals throughout their 

entire life. Tissue irritation and reactions to injections can manifest as abscesses and 

scarring of meat and be detected at slaughter; these lesions compromise meat 

quality, consumer confidence, and producer profitability.  Page 2 of this newsletter 

has an illustration of different injection sites on a goat. 

Recommended Needle Size and Use  

Age Gauge IM Needle SQ Needle 

< 4 weeks 
old 

20 to 22 ½ inch ½ inch 

4 to 16 
weeks 

20 to 22 5/8 to ¾ inch ½ inch 

4 to 6 
months 

20 to 22 1 inch ½ inch 

> 6 
months 

18 to 20 to 22 1 inch ½ inch 
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1. Pat lays out everything she will 
need in different areas for ease in 
locating: clippers with extra 
blades, sharps container, tattoo 
kit with digits inserted into thick 
Styrofoam to keep them from 
getting lost, ice to help cooling 
after disbudding, and tetanus 
antitoxin on ice to keep cool. She 
uses a small recycled carmex 
container to keep tattoo ink in  - 
the perfect size for a thumb! 

2. If you need a target when new to 
disbudding, you can use a 
sharpie to circle the hornbud 
after the clipping the head area. 
Pat usually disbuds first because 
they are less likely to jump 
around during tattooing. 

3. After placing in the squeeze 
chute or disbudding box, she 
places a gloved thumb in their 
mouth to hold their heads. The 
iron is placed on the hornbud for 
12 seconds; a figure 8 is used on 
bucklings whose hornbuds have 
erupted. Disbudding is complete 
when you see a copper ring.   

4. Pat cools the top of the head with 
ice wrapped in a towel, then 
gently dries it before spraying the 
burn with Alushield. Protect their 
eyes. 

5. She then gives them a shot of 
tetanus antitoxin.. Notice she has 
labeled her squeeze chute for the 
Right and Left ear. 

6.  She makes different colored card 
for doe and buck kids that 
includes the date of birth, dam, 
sire, color description, tattoo 
sequence, and important dates. 
One could also notate the 
location of injections, although 
Pat , a former nurse, recommends 
giving the tetanus antitoxin in the 
same place on every animal. She 
prefers to give it on their right 
side. She tests the tattoo pliers on 
the card to make sure the digits 
are loaded correctly before 
tattooing. 

7. She holds the ear to make sure to 
get all digits in the ear. If there is 
blood after clamping, she said to 
hold the area for a short time to 
clot it. She finishes up by 
rubbing the ink in with a 
toothbrush and cleaning digits 
with alcohol. 

How to Disbud and Tattoo at Black Oak Farms 
By Pat Christopher 
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I have been talking to quite a few people about how to evaluate their kids lately. Of course, it 

is hard to see past the cute factor in your kid crop, but there are some tools we learned from 

wise breeders that we use to pick who to keep & who to sell- because someone has to go, no 

matter how nice they may be! I hope this will help someone... 

FIRST- Legs & top line- watch them walk straight at you from the front- do they track 

straight? Toes pointed forward? Are the pasterns upright? Are they short and strong looking? 

When in motion, from the side, does the body look long? Do they level out over the top line 

and rump in motion, or do they reach far enough under the body with the hind legs that the 

withers appear to be uphill? (That is good!) Note: this is the highest area of the junior doe 

and buck scorecard for a reason! 

SECOND- depth in the heart girth- when viewed straight on from the side the chest floor 

should be below the elbows, the deeper the better. Related to this- you should see 

chest/brisket in front of the point of shoulder & front of the front legs. The elbows should be 

snug to the barrel. 

THIRD- Width in the chest floor. This can be hard on fuzzy babies. Put your hand under 

their chest from the front- feel how wide the flat base of the chest is. Also feel for fullness in 

the crops- put your hand from side to side across the back, right behind the withers- feel the 

spring of rib? You want width in the crops- it corresponds to the chest floor (usually). 

FOURTH- Width in the head- who has the wider muzzle from the front and deeper jaw from 

the side? 

FIFTH- Cannon bone. Look at them straight on from the side, standing normally. Draw an 

imaginary line parallel to the ground from the knees towards the back of the goat- are the 

hocks higher than that line? Then the doe is short in the cannon bone. Level is good, 

sometimes you will have a little more length in the cannon than the hock. A doe that is level 

from knees to hocks may have short cannon bones- but in that case she isn't short in the 

cannon bone, she is just short! If the doe is shorter in the front, she will likely be high in the 

rump or low in the front end. 

SIXTH- Length/width of rump. Use a ruler if you need to. Measure from the hip to the pins- 

who has the longer rump? Sink an imaginary plumb line down from the point of hip to the 

ground- remember the fore udder will seldom be further forward than this imaginary line. 

Watch from the rear- whose rump is wider, who walks with more openness into the 

escutcheon, when they stop naturally, who stands with more width between the hocks? 

SEVENTH- Feel the ribs for bone pattern. The ribs should feel flat, be widely spaced, point 

towards the rear (flank), and the last rib should be as long as possible. The rear cannon bone, 

from the rear, should look flat on the sides, not round like a Boer leg. 

EVALUATING KEEPER KIDS 

By Michelle Heino at Aja-Sammati  

https://www.facebook.com/AjaSammati/?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCpqSkIw5-FpIws15OjPqw7DtTS752zIkFcI1nMq6VVxoqgIIfZ9Mx4YcHfU4xV3v6rpHj3q88moxfMwFptaHEkijGOaWpgqCRNqjb-bV42uRUwCvty3Zu_s78i5pvN9zMUqD_2aHr8C2DfzoJRIodxStySC8w-TQD9wt60gH2c4Ok_kyVTDaF62qrHdIo9FEpH1K-MWUk0
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 How to Microchip 

By Cynthia Wickliffe, Harlequin Dairy Goats 

Okay, so you’ve heard the good news that ADGA is now accepting microchips as back up 

identification for goats and you’d like to start microchipping your own herd. The first step is to 

choose a vendor that sells the USDA 840 chip, which is the only chip that ADGA is accepting 
going forward (older styles of chip that were previously-used are still being accepted in goats that 

were chipped prior to this rule going into effect). You will need both a scrapies herd number and a 

premise ID number and the two numbers will need to be linked in the national database. This 

part sounds intimidating, but usually only takes a 5 minute phone call to sort out and the 

microchip vendor can give you the correct number to call for your state to get it done before you 

order.  

Once you have your scrapies numbers on file with the vendor, you are ready to order. We 

went with the mini-chip and mini-needle for our goats. Be sure to order a chip reader with your 

first batch of chips. This will come in handy for verifying that the chips are in place and reading 

correctly after you insert them and you will need to carry it with you whenever you travel with 

your goats so that the chips can be read, if needed, at shows or during transport. The reader we 
purchased is fairly small and fits nicely inside the front pocket of our herdbook with our 

registration paperwork so that’s where we keep it when not in use. 

Once your chips arrive, you are ready to insert them and add the numbers to the goats’ 

registration papers. If the goat has not already been registered, you just include the microchip 

number and location on the registration application (paper or online). If the goat has already been 

registered, you will need to mail in the existing registration papers and pay the fee to have them 
edited and reprinted. Each microchip comes individually packaged with convenient stickers that 

have the microchip number on them so you can simply stick the sticker onto the registration 

paper near the tattoo and include a note telling ADGA which location you use when placing the 

chip before mailing the papers in to be updated.The alternative to this is to place the chip in the 

skin webbing off to the sides of the tail, and this is what we have been doing lately. This last pic 
goes with the group about injecting in the center of the tail. 

ADGA currently accepts two locations for chip placement. The first is at the base of the ear 

and the second is the underside of the tail. We chose to place our microchips in the tail location 

for our herd so that is what I’ll be demonstrating here, but the process is the same, regardless of 

location. 

First, gather your supplies. I like to bring out a bottle of rubbing alcohol, some baby wipes 
or paper towels, and the microchips. For each goat, I write their name and left ear tattoo number 

on the outside of the package of the chip I plan to use so I can keep track. I also leave the sticker 

sheet inside the package so when I go to register the goat later I can easily pick up the package, 

see the goat name and tattoo on the outside and the microchip number on the inside and be 

certain that I am recording the right microchip number for each goat. 

When handling the microchip needle, keep the cap on until you are ready to insert the 

chip and, once the cap is off, always keep the needle pointing upward as the large diameter of the 

needle means that the microchip can fall out if it is pointed downward. 

I like to clip the goat to a fence by their collar and then straddle their hips while facing 

backwards so that I can hold their rump still between my knees. Then, I clean the skin under 

their tail thoroughly with a baby wipe or paper towel soaked in rubbing alcohol. 

Keep in mind that microchips are considered as a back-up form of identification at this 

time and you will still need to apply tattoos as well for now. The current rules allow the microchip 

to be used if there is evidence that the animal was tattooed at some point, but the tattoo cannot 

be read. If the tattoo CAN be read, but does not match the tattoo on the animal’s registration 

papers, or there is no evidence that the animal was ever tattooed, the microchip won’t be 
accepted. 
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Once the chip is in, be 
sure to scan under the 
tail with your chip 
reader to verify that it 
is in place and reading 
correctly before 
releasing the goat and 
moving on to the next 

This is the area if injecting into the center of the tail.  We simply pinch some of 
the loose skin of the tail web, insert the needle, and then press the plunger 
to deposit the microchip. Be careful not to break the needle off on the bone 
or puncture the vein. 

The chip reader reads the 
chip the same whether 
it’s in the center or slightly 
off to the side and it is 
much easier to chip in the 
loose skin of the side 
than in the middle. The 
goats react a lot less, too, 
and there is less 
bleeding.  

Gather needed supplies before starting.  Have a helper restrain the 
animal, or clip to a fence and 
straddle the animal to keep it 
immobile. 

Clean the area before 
inserting the chip. 

Keep the needle pointed up or 
the chip will fall out. Insert into 
the tail upwards in the loose 
“tent” on the side. 

Apply pressure to help 
close the area and reduce 
the chance of bleeding. 

REFERENCES 

 

https://adga.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/11/adga-
eid-policy-short-guide.pdf 

 

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/pub
lications/animal_health/content/
printa-
ble_version/fs_scrapie_recordke
eping.pdf 



I use a double-broiler to temp, then a warm thermos for an hour. (A good 

one will hold temp for an hour and I wrap in in towels). Small batches at a 

time.—Yolanda Patterson, DVM 

 

We heat treat it in quart jars on the hold setting with our clever little 

"R2D2" or use a chef's pot for small batches. Manufacturers instructions are 

to leave on the "hold" setting for an hour, we go an hour and a half, just to 

be safe. Or, you can use a double boiler, bring the colostrum to 133-135º (do 

NOT go over!), stirring occasionally, then pour over into a good quality 

thermos that has been pre-heated with HOT water. Cap, and leave 

colostrum to stand an hour...again we wait an hour and a half to be safe. 

Once the process is completed, the colostrum is poured into sterilized 12 oz 

bottles, capped, marked with a "P" and frozen for later use. Again, we try to 

keep a goodly supply on hand.—Ellen Dorsey 

 

I use a sous vide for both colostrum and milk. To get the numbers figured 

out, I first drilled a hole in the center of a canning jar lid, so I could insert 

my cheese thermometer. I figured out I have to have the temp of the water a 

few degrees higher than my target temp for the milk. Once I reach that 

temp, the sous vide will hold the temp and start the timer.—Heather Eby 

 

Tip of the Month—Pasteurizing Colostrum 

Editor: 
Karen Goodchild 

OK Doe K Dairy Goats 
 

Please let us know if you have a 
comment or  article idea! 

We’re on the web 

www.ANDDA.org 
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Placing B-A-D-C 

 

B Places over A in general 
appearance she is more nearly level in 
top line and rump, with a more 
pleasing slope of rump.She also 
posses a more desirable rear leg set 
being more perpendicular from hock to 
pastern. 

B also blends more smoothly from 
neck into her shoulder, and having the 
front leg more appropriately under the 
shoulder exhibiting a prominent 
brisket. 

A over D 

A is in longer in body and bone 
pattern., She excels in dairy strength 
with a longer, leaner neck. And A 
exhibits more in-curving of thigh over 
D when viewed from the side. 

D over C 

D now excels in general appearance 
being longer bodied in her turn with a 
more pleasing slope to the rump.  And 
is flatter in rump from thurl to thurl in 
comparison to C. 

Doe C will be commended for body 
capacity for  her depth of barrel. 


